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** Oh! that such bulky bribes as all might see, 


«6 Still, as of old, encumbered villainy! 
«¢ *Tis paper credit, last and best supply; 


** That lends corruption lighter wiugs to-fly.” 


Porr, Ep. Hl. 





769) 
REFORM OF FINANCIAL ABUSES. 
LETTER IV. 
Sir,——Before I proceed to point out a 
method, by which the expenditure of the 
public money may be conducted, without 
being liable to the numberless opportunities 
of committing frauds that exist at present, 
and which frauds, when committed, are not 
under the form now in use of stating the 
public expenses, exposed to detection by Par- 
liament, it is obviously necessary to make 
such a preparatory explanation of the pro- 
ceedings-now had in regard to the appli- 
cation of the public money, as will enable 
your readers to judge correctly, how far taey 
are defective, and in what degree the refor- 
mation, which I am about to recommend, is 
calculated to correct abuses. From the fullest 
consideration that I am capable of giving to 
so extensive a subject, I am of opinion, that 
the discussion of it may be properly divided 
into four distinct parts. 1. The stating the 
accounts of the public expenses. 2. The in- 
cuting of them, 3, The examining of the 
demands for payment; and, 4. The paying 
of these demands. According to this divi- 
sion, I shall proceed to. point out, as briefly 
as possible, what the practice and the errors 
are of the system now in use; and then I 
shall proceed to propose one more consistent 
in its regulations, ar-| more ecnsonant with 
the acknowledged. principles of finance. 








1. In leoking into the annual accounts of the 


public income and expenditure, we shall, in 
the onset, find full cause for advancing. some 
very strong objections. 
nual papers. that professedly contain these 
accounts, one of them No. 5, thatis, accord 
ing to its title, a statement of the whole pub- 
lic expenditure, by. no means answers this 
description ; for, in No, 1, which is called 
in account of the public income, there are 
ho less than eleven columns, expressing the 
€xpenditure of a yery considerable portion of 
that income. Four of these are. certainly 
Carried forward to the expenditure paper, 
but the rest of them are wholly omitted; 
namely, < | epayments, Drawbacks, Xc. ; 
lrish Packet Establishment ; Charges of Ma- 
hagement ; His Majesty 
Posts for the Redemption of the Land Tax. 
Again, thé ex iture paper dogs not mere- 


For in the eight an- , 


’s Forests; and Im- | 





: (770 
ly contain an account of sums of money ac- 
tually expended, but it likewise embraces an 
account of some of the resources of the pub- 
lic income; for instance, the expenses for 
the establishments of the Secretaries of State's 
Offices; of the War Ojtice ; of the Treasury 

Office, and of otber offices, charged in the 
civil list, ate not the whole of the expenses 
incurred. The whole produce of the several 
fee funds in each office, are applied to defray 
these expenses, and the sum charged on this 
account in the civil list, are such surns as are 
wanting to make up wiih the fee funds the 
wholeexpense incurred by these establishments 
Again, the sale of old.stores, and the droielts 
of the Admiralty, are applied in a siruilar 
manner towards the payment of expenses 
incurred in the different naval and military 
departments; though, like the fee funds ac- 
tual resources of revenue, and in propriety 
ought so to be received and accounted for. 
Such, therefore, is the inconsistency, and 
such the confusion in accounting for the pub- 
lic money, that you must look into the in- 
come account for the public expenditufe, 
and into the expenditure account for the 
public income! The charges of manage- 
met, &c. contained in the income paper, 
are as much items of the nation’s expenses, 
as the payments to the army and navy; and 


the tee funds are resources of its income, - 


equajly @s to every principle and parpose.of 
taxation as any specific tax, The fees are 
virtually taxes, and as such, now that salarjes 
have been given in lieu of them, they ought 
to be accounted for, and. not left, as they 
now gre, to be received aud applied by gic 
clerks in the offices ef the state If the 


“principle Was adopted of paying art the fe- 


venue, of every description, and from what- 


) ever source it might be derived, into the 


Excheguer, this commpixture and confusion 
of a¢counts could never occur, There then 


t could’ be no such absurdity; as a statement of 


the national income,crammed with coloinns 
of the expenditure of it; ‘or sucha thing as 


“a statement of the expenditure diminished in 


its real amount by the entire suppressioh of 
productive sources of revenue. But What ig 
of still prs coomauelie’: there would not 
then present themselves so opportyni- 
ties fF committing frat. ~——Thepe is this 
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771) 
further objection to the present method ‘of | 
stating the public expenditure, an objection 


of the greatest importance; viz. the want 


of sufficient detai! in explaining the items in 
the abstract sheet, to enable Parliament to 
trace the application of the whole of the pub- 
lic money. Without the power of doing so, 
no system of accounting can be adequate to 
the proper object of it ; the commission of 
peculation may pass undiscovered, as it has 
already, for years together, and no correct 
opinion can be formed of the. capability of 
the nation to maintain its present or to in- 
cur new expenses. To establish, therefore, 
an efficient plan for understanding. in what 
manner the public money is expended, the 
present one must be radically altered, and 
such a plan must be substituted in its. place, 
as will be in strict conformity with the true 
principles of stating accounts, and will be 
competent to convey a correct and satisfac- 
tory history of every shilling, which the sub- 
ject pays, from the period of its first pay- 
ment by him, to that of its repayment for a 
public service. 
sion of the present practice of government 
in incurfing, examining, and paying of the 
public expenses, involves. matters of great 
variety and extent; and, from the circum- 
stance of these duties being performed with- 
out any distinct arrangement, the discussion 





of each of them cannot well be separated. | 


But, however complex this subject is, it is ab- 


solutely necessary that the principles, at least | 
| on the national debt, to the persons entitled 


of this practice should be canvassed, in order 
that the errors of it may be sufficiently ex-_ 
posed to authorise the proposal of its entire 
abolition. ——=-If. we find upon investigating 
it, that no- general principle is allowed to go- 
vern the regulations of office; that there is 
no consistency in the regulations, and no 
consistency in the contro) of public accoun- 
tants, we shall be warranted in condemning 
such a tice; and by acquiring a know- 
ledge of what is defective, we Bal attain 
the surest means of being capable of advising 
improvement.——The following statement 
of the expenditure for 1803 *, will point ont 
a ready arrangement for proceeding with the 


1. On National Debt - - £24,261,424. 








2. On Exchequer Bills - - 901,787 
3 and 4. On Civil List and 

other, charges on Consoli- 

dated Fund - - - - - 1,346,043 
5. On Civil “Government of | 

Scotlamd, - =) 25 525 ty. 29,502 





- * ‘This year is taken, the accounts for 
1904 not béing yet deliyered_by the House 
of C , us. counts, 4-20.52. 3 
Sane “Ee 
AN L, oe ; a) 
mS * 4 


: 
; 


; 
“.% “+ 3 
‘ 
















| 80 ascertained, 
3,3, and 4. The discus- 
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6. Payments in anticipation of 

the Exchequer receipt - - 
7. The Navy - - = - 
8. The Ordnance + - = ~- 1,827 «49 
Q.-The Army ,- + - + = 11,209,416 
10. Miscellaneous Services  - 2,800,500 
11. From .Income Paper, total 

payments out. of Gross Re- 

VENUE mot oe 6,294,73 
12. ¢ From Do. on account of ) 


441,495 
= 7:979, 87 8 





Militia - - - - - +. 06,266 
Do. his Majesty's Forests - 16,670 

Do. for redemption of Land 
Tax -.- - = = = 64,712 
ef 56,312,1G0 





In examining into the detail of this great 
expenditure, the first obvious distinction that 
presents itself is that between expenses 
which are fixed, and specifically ascertained 
and regulated in their amount by acts aud 
votes of Parhament, and those which are not 
When the public money is 
made payable in particularly stated’ stims for 
express and defined objects, there evidently 
can exist but little difficulty in securing tlie 
public from fraud. Of this description of 
payments are those for the interest and re- 
demption of the national debt,’ and a great 
proportion of the charges upon the consoli- 
dated fund. As the arrangements made with 
the Bank of England by the ‘Treasury. se- 
cure the immediate payment of the interest 


to receive it; and as all payments of a sim- 
lar fixed nature, might be paid by the Trea- 
sury in the same manner, directly to the per- 
sons entitled to payment, there dees not ap- 


pear to be wanting any further regulations 





the ; former ,108 


: 


in respect to the payment Of expenses pre- 
cisely voted and ordered by Parliament, than 
the general application’ of this principle of 
payment to all of them. It is, therefore, to 
those. public expenses, that are not, and cah- 
not be defined in specifically stated sums, 
that our attention may be ‘said ‘to , be parti- 
cularly wanting. To. those: expenses, tht 
are voted by the House of Commops upon 
estimates, and are eventually incurred at the 
discretion of the public officers of the seve 
ral departments, Of this des¢ription are the 
9. §, for 

‘with the 
, Mick 
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same charge in. a 2 I 


_.F-On,comparing: the charge in 
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expenses of the navy, the ordnance, the ar- 
my, and miscellaneous services; and, like- 
wise, though not voted on estimates, the 
payments in anticipation of the Exchequer 
receipt, and the total payments in No. 1. out 
of the gross revenue for charges of manage- 
ment, &c———It would be highly reasonable 
in a person unacquainted with the practice 
of the several departments, to suppose that 
some one common system should regulate 
each of them; and that, when an improve- 
ment had taken place in one of them, it 
would be adopted in the others. It would 
likewise, be reasonable in such a person to 
suppose, that the great extent of the expen- 
diture of the country, would have eccasioned 





ai entire abandonment of the plan and regu~ 


lations that were in use, when a few millions 
only were sufficient to defray every expense. 
Such a person, however, would find his sup- 
positions by no means supported by facts, if 
lie was to inquire iuto the detail of the sys- 
fem vowin use. He would find in some in- 
stances, the power of conducting the expen- 
diture vested in the hands of commissioners, 
in Others, this power entirely left with a sin- 
gle individual; and even when improve- 
ments had been made, he would find them 
no where carried far enough to produce any 
degree of perfection in matters of regula- 
tion; nor adopted by some departtnents 
where the most wanting. He would, in 
short, discover that the system of manage- 
meut of the public expenditure, has been by 
ho means altered in such a manner, as to 
render it adequate to meet the great alterz- 
tion, that has taken place in the last thirty 
years in the amount of it; and he would be 
convinced, that a radical reformation is ab- 
solutely necessary, to secure the public from 
future violations of the law, and future pecu- 
lation, Is it not, Mr. Cobbett, the height 
of Inconsistency to vest the expenditure of 
the navy in five Boards of Commissioners *, 
end to continue the whole direction of the 
expenditure of army and ordnance depart- 
Ments in two individuals? If it is wise to 
pace the office of Lord High Admiral in 
Couumission, do not the samé principles sug- 
§-st the wisdom of placing the otiices of 
Comiander in Chief of the Army, and of 
Master General of the Ordnance in commis- 
Sons +? If further, it is wise to have four 











* The Admiralty, the Navy, the Trans- 
port, the Victualling, and the Sick and Hurt 
Boards ——+ In the Ordnance there ts 4 
board Compused of the Lieut. General, the 
urveyor General, the: Clerk of the Ord- 
Hance, the Storekeeper and the Clerk of 
luc PD. liveries; but, ** the Master General 
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(774 
Boards of Commissioners, subordinate to the 
Board of Admiralty, for conducting the di: - 
tail of the navy expenditure, why should nct 
the office of Secretary at War, and the Office 
of Barrack Master General be placed in com- 
mission? The principle of confiding great 
trusts in the hands of commissioners, is 
either a good or a bad principle. If we look 
to experience, we shell tind that the adoption 
of this principle in every department, con- 
cerned in the collection of the revenue, has 
been attended with the best of consequences. 
If we refer to the reasoning that may be had 
respecting it, we shall find that it is perfect- 
ly consistent with sound reason, to look with 
greater certainty to the correct fulfilment of 
a trust, when many are employed, than when 
confidence is placed in individuals. With 
therefore, the concurrent testimony of both 
experience and resson, to recommend the 
adoption of this principle in each depart- 
ment, that is necessary for managing the 
public expenditure; the sooner it is adoptec, 
the greater will be the. advantages which the 
public will derive from it. If then, the na- 
ture of the publie expenses is such, that. so 
great a proportion of them as amounts to 
thirty millions annually, cannot be brought 
before the House of Commons in such a 
manner,. as ‘to reader it postible to fix the 
precise amount of the-particulars of them ; 
but, that this great sum must be Jeft-to the 
offices of the state, to be nicurred and con- 
troled according to the idiscrétion of those 
who fil them; both comyion sense and daily 
experience point out the policy of providing 
the most efectual guards, for securing the 
public trom irregularities and ‘feautls..eoA s 
however, the principles of this -poliey have 
not been acted upon; a8 no” regular yprinci- 


ples for incurring; examining, and” paying 


the public expelises’ ere pursued ;" nor, as 
even, where the principle of acting by com- 
missioners is followed has, asthe reports of 
the Commiissioners of Naval fijairy demon- 
strate, a proper system< of ‘cheeks "been 
formed over the conduct of the consmission- 
ers, it nuyst ‘be a useflil undertaking, even if 
it should fail of complet® siecesqs tonpdint 
out‘any rational plan for so dividityg and coe - 
troling the various duties of conducting the 
expenditure of the public iitoriey, that each 
duty ‘may be rendered sitaple? and: ehsy in 
performance, ‘and that each pérsow employer 
to fulfil itmay heve'tio Oppértanity of be- 
' gl etch 
« can do atty net, Which cat’ otherwise; if 
«“ he. does not fnterpore,~be done by the 
« Board.” (32 Rep. Com. Fin.) — It is ob- 
vious, that thé officers who compose tis 
board; execute.4 powei-to which tbey ought 
to be subordinate: 
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traying his trust.——The: great, Jength of 


this letter obliges me to break off,-and leave | 


the statement of sucha plan fer a subsequent 
communication’ am; Sir,-&¢.-—-Verax. 
May 17,4805, 1 vei 


’ 
com 





ROMAN CATHOLIC SOLDIERS. 

Mr. Cosperr;-——-—Until E hadseen what 
turn the motions submitted. to both Honses 
of Parliament, by Lord Grenville and Mr. 
Fox, 6 the petition of the Roman Catholics 
of Ireland, dyad taken, I did aot think it ne- 
eessary to\trouwble you, or the public through 
your Register, or a point which would pro- 
bably have been discussed and remedied, had 
either House of Parliament gone into the 

oposed committees. —-—You may remem- 
ber, Sir,:that inthe year 1791, an act passed, 
whichis reedrded in thé statutes. at large, 
under the 31 Geo. [li. chap. 32, and is ‘inti- 
tuled: ** An Act to relieve, upon Conditions, 
* andunder Restrictions, the persons there- 
** in described, from cettuin Penalties and 


' @ Disabilities to which Papists, or persons 


‘€ professing the Popish Religion, are by Jaw 
“ subject."—+—This act provides (III) that 
no Roman Catholic; who shal! have taken the 
oath appointed by the act, shall be -prose- 
ented for not resorting to some Parish 
Charch, &e. Nor can he (IV.) ‘he ‘prose- 
cuted for bemg a papist; and then allows 
¢V) public places of Roman Catholic wor- 
ship, when certified’ to the quarter’ sessions. 
And, in order to oblige Roman Catholics to 
attend these places of worship the act pro- 
ceeds thus +-—IX. ‘* Provided always, and 
“* be it. further- enacted, That all the laws 
«“ made and provided for the frequenting of 
« divine service on the Lord’s day, com- 
«< monly called Sunday, shall be still in 
‘« force, and executed against all persons 
« who shalf offend against the said laws, un- 
** less sucle persons shal} come to some con- 
“ gregation or assembly of religions worship 
*« permitted by this act,or by an act passed 
*¢ in the first year of the reign of King Wil- 
** liam: and Queen Mary, intituled, An Act 
“ for exempting their Majesty's Protestant 
« subjects, dissenting from the Church of 
« England, from the penalties of certain 
« Laws.” ——And the Irish act passed 1793, 
er, 33. Geo, U1. chap. 21, runs thus: XI. 
“ Aird be itenacted, That no Papist, or per- 
« son professing the Popish or Roman Ca- 
o tholic: ligion, shall_be liable. cr subject 

y, for not attending Diy: 


“ Service om. the Sabbath Day,,,called Sun- 
* day, inchis or h Parl Chath Prom 
these ises,évery, reader. noyst infer,, ist. 
That the laws of this empire allow the Ro- 
muti Catholic worship within these realms, 




















adly,'That,they impose, a penalty on Roman 
Catholies not resorting to their place of wor- 
ship on a Sunday, L, now wish: to gall the 
seriqus attention of .every reader, to the fol- 
lowing. extract; from .a, letter) (dated. 7th 
April, 1805) that I received, from,a deputy 
lieutenant and ; justice of the peaee for. the 
county of Kilkenny.. .“ Nothting,conld give 
‘“‘ me greater pleasure than your, passing 
** some time here, when I could shew. you 
** one of the finest circumstapced countries 
** perhaps in Europe, for becoming. rich! and 
‘“* happy: but, unfortunately, \the country 
“* is peopled with Papists! By way of giving 
** some idea of the country, I will deseribe 
‘* to you the state-of this parish, . Last-year 
‘* they thought proper, much. against my 
“ will, to appoint me one of the Deputy 
“ Governors or Board of  Lieutenancy ,of 
* this county (Kilkenny), to..whieh they 
“* have added the commission of. the peace, 
** avery troublesome ofhce. , In-my tormer 
** capacity I undertook to order a return: of 
“* this and the neighbowring: parishes,and 
‘* in this. parish . I attended ‘closely to! the 
** correctness of the return. ander. the de- 


€ fence act: The. parish..contains. 4,500 


‘* Irish -acres, - its population: consists..of 
‘* 2,460. of both sexes, and al} ages, of which 
‘* sixteen only .are Protestants, and all the 
“* remainder Papists.. _Of those 2,460 there 
‘* are 640 men betaveen. 15, and 60.years.of 
“* age, capable of being, called out.) The 
‘* whole population of the eounty, amounts 
** to about 139,800, of which the number 
of all descriptions of religions-except. Pa- 
“« pists, is ascertained to be 5,238 (#beve 25 
“to 1.) Under the Army of Reserve Act, 
“ this parish was. required . to. furnish five 
“« men, which, I procured and sent te quat- 
‘“‘ ters in the course of, a, fortnight. ‘The 
“ crand objection .to falling! om, as) it is 
“ called, was. religion, »whichiI obviated by 
‘ reading our act. of: 1793, (see. caetyst: 
‘“« above.) The five f sent dromothe parish 
‘“ were Roman Catholics, aa 1 believerthe 
‘‘ entire of the reserve to be, When-ther 
‘« got tothe regiment . they were prohibited 
“ from going to mass, and ordered to go te 
 Church,.and. this, after) they» took 4he 
‘* bounty fer general service, which»at! the 
‘* time I enlisted them). I,-adviged -tliem to 
do. It. is now impossible to get-men te 
‘* enlist in any pertangsstee country, -for any 
« bounty, as) the lower orders {fromthe 


‘< knowledge of this. breach «if faith: having 
“f, weached them), -look:. pom entering’ © 
“< areay jequal, to an-apostacy ff 5 

f ligions, Sarely; angystemer0f that: kiad 
‘*: could not be entertained by men in ” 
senses, situted,as the whole empire 6 * 


‘ . 
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« this moment. To reject the military as- 


« sistance of so great, so athletic, and so pa-- 


“ tient a body of people,” &¢e. &e.—What 
may be the sensations raised in the breast of 
my readers, I shall not pretend to describe ; 
but, if every spark of patriotism. be not ex- 
tinct m their breasts, I hope that-one and all 
will call loudly for an explanation of this bi- 
gotted despotism exereised over poor men, 
indeed, but who are’ generously ‘exposing 
their lives ‘against the most formidable, and 
at the same time, most artful of despots (tor 
he has found means-of setting every religious 
dispufe -at rest, in the short space of five 
years.) ‘These poor men are willing to give 
their lives for their country. Their coun- 
try, as ] have shewn, give them the free ex- 
ercise of their religion ; and, nevertheless, 
they are deprived of that consolation which 
they look for, in a religion professed by theif 
progenitors from the first moment that chris- 
tianity was Known in theirisland To my 
own personal knowledge; poor soldiers have 
been refused the ministry of the priesthood, 
while on theirdeath beds; at the same pe- 
nod, the jail was opeti to the priest, and the 
thicf or nvarderer at Newgate, was allowed 
those consolations which the soldier was re- 
fased in his Jast moments———This system, 
as you see, Sir, i now stopping the reernit- 
ing service, and though the penal laws drive 
me personally from those ranks in ‘which ny 
ancestors formerly fought, for they were at 
Cressy and Potiers, still I shall ever think 





it a duty to’ serve my “country by what-_ 


ever means’ can! None, I believe, could 
be more effectual, at this moment, than 
to instigate: an’ inquiry, whethér any br- 
ders; - 0 contrary ‘to the spirit of the 
above acts; ‘have been issued 7 If nonethave 
been issue") ‘why aré Roman Catlioli¢s 
torced to the Protestant Church agaiisttheir 
will? And; ‘in either case, whence is the 
power assumed ——-How different the con- 
duct inthe Austrian serviee, Where the Ro- 
tian Catholic faces towards’ his church, the 
Provestanyy towards’ his; and, at the word 
rarch, each proceeds to his place of -wor- 
Sip. hiiFrance before the revdlution, thete 


esistecotw military rewards, ‘the Crosses of } 


bt. Bewis, and. ‘of (merit p othe” first’ for he 
Cathohi¢s, the’ second ‘for the Prétestants, 

aM sorry to think, that this statement differs 
With -mgsartions wf mer sipposed to’ be ‘Con- 
versant with foreign affairs.“ Can this igno- 
mince ‘be atttibutedto“onr insalarsitadtion, 
a that situation Anidect ‘eit the advan- 
toge of Uhaving preserved the? dale lanigtinge 
rattan pment ie deg 
Peet’ of Kurone, ‘has bean attribiated bythe 
he eee oeetary SiH; my Sbject 
been to cal] the attention of the public 
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[Rs 
to a subject, which, in my judgment, and I 
hope, after reading this statement, in their 
Judgment, requires immediate redress. You 
are no stranger to the innumerable acts for 
augmenting our means of defence. There- 
fore, you will certamly second the views of 
one who wishes to put the public in posses- 
sion of nothing but the erat and the whole 
truth, ALeruEia——-May 16, 1805. 


DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
PetiTions aGarinst Lorp Mexviive. 

Petition of the Borough of St. Albans, pre- 

sented to the House of Commons on the 10th 

of May, 1805, and entered in the Votes as 
follows: 

A petition of the mayor, aldermen, re- 
corder, freemen, and inhabitants, of tlie Bo- 
rough of Saint Alban, in the County of 
Hertford, .was presented to the ‘House, and 
read; setting forth, that the petitioners beg 
leave to congratulate the House, and express 
their heartfelt satisfaction, at the resolutions 
which: passed on the 8thand 10th of April 
last, respecting the Tenth Report of the 
Commissioners of Naval [hquiry, and pray 
the House to pursue such measures as they 
may think just. for effectually exposing, and 
bringing to punishment, all public peculatots 
and delinquents, and for securing in future 
the treasure of the nation from similar de- 
predations; and although the petitioners 
most sincerely deplore the complicated diffi- 
cultiés of the: preséht conjuncture, yet they 
confidently rely on the wisdom of Parliamerit 
for relief, 

Petition of the County of Surrey, presentea 

as above, on the 16th of May, 1805. 

A petition of the gentlemen, clergy, and 
freeholders, of the County of ‘Surrey, was 
presented to the House, and read; setting 
forth, that the petitioners beg leave to ex- 
press their unfcigned gratitude to the House 
for the measures they have taken towards de- 
tecting, and britiging to justive,; those ser- 
vants of the Crown who have btoken the 
jaw, violated their urast, and-ased the public 
money for purposes of private emolument 
att ambition, and’ they implore, the House 
wdt to desist from the proscention of those 











‘dhiguiries which they Fave so honourably and 


so successfully began ; and they intreat the 
Quse to bear in yjind how patiently the 
people of England: Jiave sustainéd ‘the im- 
nensé burthens imposed upon them, the 
hes have’ endured,” aiid 
cage Beate ay 
the enesetted be Mh 
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fir. having: xe¢orded upon their journals the 
fligraut! breaches of | trust. committed by un- 
frithfal. servants, they beg leaye most bum, 
b'y ita represent. tothe House the necessity 
of gharding against,a repetition of> similar 
frauds, peculations, and abuses; and that the 
petitioners; therefore, entreat the House to 
iavestigute, thoroughly. not only the remain- 
int articles contained in the Tenth Report of 
the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry, but also 
thé suspicious »matters; brought forward in 
their. Eleventh Report, and likewise every 
other itregularity which may hereafier be 
discovered by any further reports of the said 
commissioners ; and that they will also in- 
stitute immediate and strict inquiries into 
the expenditure of every other branch of 
the executive government; and that, in the 
progress of these important investigations, 
which the expovtations of the pedple require 
to be rigorously and inapartially pursued, the 
petitioners are persuaded, that the House 
acting up to the spirit of their resolutions of 
tiie Sth and 10th of April, will follow no 
other counsels than those which shall be dic- 
tated by their qwn integrity and discern- 
ment; and they hope that. the detection of 
men, who are now found te have been, fora 
series af years, in the constant habits of 
misapplying the public money, will warn the 
House not te rely too much upon the spe- 
cious professions ef their colleagues {for the 
mnishment of offences, through which they 

iave themselves derived a corrupt support to 
their ewn power: and that the petitioners 
trust, yather, the perspd is at. length come at 
whith the representatives of the people, re- 
turning 
‘former times, will shew themselves deter- 
rhined:to purkue hereafter a system (of vigi- 
lance and jealousy, instead of reposing an im- 
nlicit and andiseriminate comfidence in the ad- 
Visers of the Crown, 

7 


Petition. of the City of York, presented as 
+ @foresaid, on the 10/4 of May, 1805, 

A pétition ef the imhabitants of the City 
of York, convened, pursuant to request, by 
the Right Hepourable the Lord Mayor, and 
assem 


to’ the House, and read; settir 
forth, that the petitioners feel the deepest 
i to the House for its patriotic yptes 
‘on the 8th and 10th days of April. last, 


| ’ 


er Oo Navyal Lnquiry; the. one de- 
‘clating Lord Viscount Melville to be guilty 
po ps pa the laws, aud a high 

reach, af his public duty ; aud the other or- 


dering sucl resolution ‘to he laid at the foot 
of the Throne, the whole House attending ; 


to the examples and the maxims of 


inthe Guildhall of the said City, . 
on Monday the 18th day of May, 1805, was — 


onthe Tenth Repart.of tae.Com-) 





the, petitioners are convinced that no act of 
any branch of the, legislature has ever been 
receiyed with, more, satisfaction by the peo- 
ple of .this country than the said votes; and 
they are further convinced that nothing can 
possibly be a greater disappointment to the 
people thay any remission ‘in the House of 


‘the vigorous and necessary efforts with which 


they have ‘thus commenced the. career of 
public justice; and that the faithful and dig- 
nified discharge of the powers vested in the 
Commissioners of Naval Inquiry, their in- 
defatigable industry, their resolute perseve- 
rance, their unexampled fortitude, and their 
incorruptible integrity, have demanded and 
have obtained the admiration and applause 
of the whole nation; and a continuance at 
least, if not an extension of the powers vest- 
ed in them, and also a general inquiry into 
the conduct of every other department of fi- 
nance, are essentially requisite.to the pros- 
perity of the British Empire; and the pé- 
titioners anxiously request of the House, that 
whenever hereafter this subject may come 
before them, they will fix their attention on 
the obstructions to full inquiry, so evidently 
pointed out in the said Tenth Report of the 
Naval Commissioners, and, they intreat the 
House that they will, im the institution of 
other inguirjes into the public expenditure, 
take especial care that the power they shall 
delegate be equal to its object, both as refer- 
ring to the facility of inquiry and to the in- 
tegrity af those to whom. inquiry. shall be 
committed; for the petitioners submit to 
the Housé whether any thing \short thereof 
will not be deemed illusive and unavailing, 
and. rather contribute to. the continuation 
than the prevention of futare abuse and pe- 
culation ; and that on all these matters the 
petitioners request the House steadily to pur- 
sue what they have with so much hohdur be- 
run, sand not to relax their efforts til] gut, 
wherever. it exists, shall be pursued to de- 
tection, and till exemplary and deserved pu- 
nishment shall have overtaken, as well those 
who have .themselyes been. fraudulent, 4 
those who have ¢onnived at fraud. 


‘Petition of the County of Norfolk, presented, 
as afaresaid, on the 17th of Mey, 18085. 
A petition of the gentlemen, on 


and freetiolders* of the County of Nortola, 


convened by the. high sheri of the. said 
coupty,, at the Castle of , yorwich, int the 
Shirchouse, there, en ‘Tuesday the 14th acy 


| of May, 1805, was presented to. the House, 
and read } setting ferth, that the pefitione’s 
beg leave to ‘express their gratitude to the 
Hovge for the steps which they. have alresey 
taken towards the detection and punishment 
of those servants of the Crown who 


have Ges 
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fied the laws, broken their trust, and applied 
enormous sums of the public njoney to their 
own corrapt purposes: of emolument’ aiid 


power; and’, 


petitioners have ‘seen millions added ‘to mil- 
lions of the national debt, the rapid advance 
if every article of consumption, their bur- 
(hens encreasing, and their means of bear- 
ing then? diminishing, in the yust hope that 


while engaged “in extensive wars what they 


contribated with ‘cheertulness would be ap- 
plied with fidelity, “and as the law expressly 
directed; ‘and that faithfol to their first du- 
ties, the House have recorded, ' by the reso- 
hitions ‘of the 8th and 10th of April, that the 
people of England have been grossly wrong- 
ed by Lord Melville; and the petitioners 


humbly represent to the Honse, the neces-: 


sity of effectually protecting the, nation 
against future :depredations; and’ therefore 
praying the ifouse, first, to investigate and 
sift to the bottom the remaining ‘charges of 


abuse in the application of the public mo- ‘ 


ney, contained in the Tenth Report of the 
Commissioners of Naval Inquiry: secondly, 
to examine rhinutely into the nature of those 


irregularities brought to light in the Eleventh’ 


Report of the said Commissioners, and like- 
Wise whatever may appear culpable/or'sus-, 
picious in any of their futare reports: ‘third- 


ly, to institute immediate and rigorous in-’ 


quiries into the expenditure of every other 


department of executive government; and. 


that in performing these acts of necessary 
and expected justice, the petitioners are 
persuaded that the House will take no other 
guides than its own wisdom and resolution ; 
antl that, warned by the exatnple of detect- 
ed guilt, and awake tothe frauds which have 
been practised atpon their own facility, as 
well as upon the public purse, the House 
will perceive the necessity of resorting to 
those. principles which prevailed in the bet- 
ier days of bur ‘constitution; and of acting 
pon a system of ‘vigilance and jealousy in 
proterence to"6hé of blind and implicit con- 
filcnce in ministers. 


Petition of Hampshire agreed to at Wia- 
chester’on the Y6th.of May, 1805, setting 
Sorth as follou's - ~ ; 

That the Votes of your. honourable 
House, on the Sth’ and. 10th days’ of April 
last, on, the motions of Samucl Whitbread, 
Esq. founded ‘upon the 10th Report of ‘the 
Commissionets of: Naval Inquiry, desérve 
the Hratitude ‘and confidence. of your peti- 
boners, and of the Whole cotintry ——That 
¥ > do bombly request this honourable House 


at in the’ name of a? loyal’ 
and suffering people, the petitioners ‘implore: 
the House not to relay in their exertions; they’ 
iatreat them td consider how patiently the: 


— 





to proceed in the spizit of those votes in 
their futare’ investigation. of those ‘flagrant 
abuses ' brought! to’ light by the . Reports 
of ‘the Commissioners of Naval: Inquiry. 
—— That- to:the Commons’ in) Parlia- 
ment we look up with a confident hope 
and just expectation that they will not 


only not relax in their inquiries into all, 


abuses and culpabie irregularities ‘in the ma- 
nagement and‘expenditure of public money, 
but that they will also take especial care 
that the very heavy taxes: levied upon the 


people, arid: hitherto. cheerfully contributed | 


by them, shall be wisely and frugally ex- 
pended. : 


Petitionof the Hertfordshire Freeholders, pre- 


senied as above, on the 201k of May, 1805, 


A petition of the, treeholders of the 


County of Hertford, convened by the high 
sheriff at Hertford, on Saturday 18th May, 
1805, and whose names are thereunto sub- 
scribed, was presented to the House, and 
read; setting forth, that the petitioners have 
received the votes of the House of the 8th 
and 10th days of Apri] last, with a satisfac- 
tion as. greut as have been their astonish- 
ment, indignation, and sorrow, at the gross 
and flagrant system of negligence and pecu- 
latiow which has been disclosed by, the Com- 
missioners of Navel Inquiry; and, with a 


“gratitude proportioned to the extensive se- 


curity and important national advantages 
thenee to be expected, the petitioners beg 
leave to state their firm conviction, that no- 
thing can so much contribute to the happi- 
ness of the people, the success of the contest 
in which the nation is engaged, and the ulti-. 
mate well-being of the country, as a system, 
of economy planned with prudence, adhered 
to With tirmness, and conducted, in its de- 
tails, with diligence, caution, and mtegrity ; 
impressed as they are with this coriviction, 
the petitioners entreat.the House to/accept 
their grateful thanks for the inquiries which 
it has already instituted, to the further pro- 
secution of the object above-mentioned they 
earnestly pray the attention’ of the House, 
and beseech them to pursue with-effect that 
which they have begun with so’ much: ho- 


nour, and that they will institute and perse- 


vere in a general system of inquiry which 
shall be co-extensive with the abtises Which 
may exist in the expenditure of ‘the public 
money. De 24) 4 AL OF QO 4h 
Petition of the Borough of Reading, pre- 

sented us above, on the 20th of May, 
| A petition of several inhabitants of the 
Borough of Reading, in the County of 
Beiks, was presented’ to the House, and 
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Pitt and De 


réatl ; scttin forth, What the’ pétitienels beg’ 
leave to convey their Gincereand hearty eéni- 
gratulations to tlie 


the Tenth “‘Repor 
Naval-Thiq#ity; © and: they trast that ‘the 


- House will continne to ‘scrutinizé, with wnr- 


ceasing perséverance, the several reports that 
are or may be Brought before them, and 
that they will bring’ forth to public view arid 
contempt all persons, however distinguished 
by rank or offieé, who shall have beet guilty 
of peculation, embezzlement, ‘or misappli- 
cition of publié’ property, and” inflict on 
them such marks of disgrace, and such pu- 
nishment, ax wil] satisfy the expectations of 
an injured people, consistently with the wis- 
dom and justice of the House. 





SUMMARY OF POUTTICS: 


je Heise 6h the votes of the | 
Sth and 10th days of “ApH fast respertinig 
of the Commissioners ‘of 
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| té the Continent, where 


Doritir were to inspi 
cinhvevded Sbdudetioe® "Thee cheve er rg 
motion messengers and excharige aarti 
enough, and ‘some: few lazy blandering bpies 
perhaps; ‘bat not'a° single soldier, oNot.a 
‘single ounce of powdenpnive they caused: to 
be burned; not a single ‘sword: have ‘they 
made to move ‘from its scabbard.- The pub- 
lic will remember with what confidence the 
hired ‘writers spoke of the great change 
which the names of Pitt: and: Dundas were 
‘to produce upon’ the Continent} and thut 
samé public must remember that;:on our 
side, pains were‘not wanting to preventithem 
from being deceived: We ‘not only \de- 
claréd our opinion, that no-aid would be ob- 
tained from the Continent by the Pittvand 


| Dundas administration ; ‘but we stated, sat 
length, the reasons upon which that opinidn 


was founded. Nevertheless, the promiises‘of 


Russra.-—That ‘* confidential’ inter-'| the ministers were, by but ‘too many, relied 


* course,” which, : at the beginning ‘of the 
session of parliament; we were so contident- 
ly told, existed between this country ‘and 
certain powers upon the Continent, particu- 
lurly Russia, seems'to have led to nothing 
further than an éxcuse for the raising of five 
millions’of ‘the supplies for the year. This, 


it is very Wely, was all that the minister 


himself expected from it; and, the public 
will remember, that it is all that was antici- 
pated by the Beiter of the Register: In- 
deed, those who expected. continental aid, 
during the present war, during a-war under- 


taken, by the ministers, for the purpose of 


‘etaining Matta, and especially when that 
war came to bé conducted by Mr. Pitt; those 


who, under stieh’ Circtimstances, expected” 


éficient aid por thé continent; must have 
been something Miore than “hature’s fools.” 
——It is now ‘suid, that the’ Emperor of 
Russia is abdtif’ to terider Napoleon terms of 
ace. "Fo send’ hits ambassador to tehder 
Na leon férms ‘of peace, a# Milan; and, 
perhaps, to’ be. present when Napoi¢on ‘is 
crowned Ring°of that country, to’ have a 
large share in’ settling the affairs of which 
Alexandéf *clainied as his tight, and the re- 
fusal, ‘onthe part of Napoleon, ‘ta: admit 
such ‘cldiin*was' the’ principal eause of ithe 
hostile Janyuage and attitude of 'the former ! 
Napolet Ger door sentie the affairs of italy ; 
ther there will bé no further roeni for 
Sra miek ni that head. ——-What de- 
ightful progress we have tnade in this war ! 
From the‘ ificapacity..and imberility” of 
the” Addington “administration nobody pre- 
tendé] to Expebtany thing good >but, there 
were many who expected “wonderfil “feats 
from the + a8" "pre Hgs “Of! Messrs. 
OW hat have they deme as 









| on. ‘There are always so many of those per- 
| sons, who are connected with the pressyien- 
! tirely dependent upon the minister of the 
‘| day, that’ itis by no means surprising to sce 
“the public’ led along from one false hopesto 
‘another, when such bope is’ favourable to 


| the duration of the minister's power.) Even 
tiéw,-at the moment when the fallacy of the 
- promises made in the Autamn «is become 
apparent, new promises are made, ‘with as 





| nich confidence as ever. As to-public opi- 


nion, therefore, it must be, with respect to 
foreign politics especially, left tovevents,iand 
eVetits, too, so glaring in their appearance, 
“gud so severe in their cftects, ‘as’ to set? all 


‘} thé powers of palliation at defiance.—+The 


Emperor of Russia, ithe be really disposed 
to accommodute matters with the Emperor 
| of the French, will hardly sutier the interests 
| of Englind to stand in the wayy “It is pos- 
sible, though not veryclikely, that Napoleon 

may propose an arrangement; in which Eng- 
land will be ealled upon to give: ups Malta to 
Russia. This israther too much:for Napo- 
leon to consent to ;obut,; ifshe were to:con- 
seiit to it, Would Messrs. Pitt and Dundas re- 





*¢ work of our Empire in the East?" Would 
they refuse to cive it up "they, who, inthe 
words of the former, pledged turemselves {0 
 réptess’ (ie ambition ‘and to chastise the 
‘* insolenceof Buonaparté” ? Good heavens - 
What empty sounds! what noise*and: non- 
sens has this natioi beer anhused with! No: 
pre tee inake ‘no eT al 

lm ‘be su rprised, =| > (supposing thems , 
to bé in power) after having given up Malt, 
and the ‘nation ‘to pay” yont of 


the’Spanish’ prizes; !'they-were ‘to Goms-t° 
parliament and Loast ‘of having made be 








fiise ‘to ‘give: up ‘that Island 2 That ‘vout- 
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nourable and. permanent, treaty, of peace ; and 
amity between his’ Mageatyt and the Emperor 
Napoleon !:«.:! 

Tue Enemy's Fieers ee Bik, will Na- 
poleon be inclined to. make peace,, at pre- 
sent? With Russia hewmays, but, ,not-with 
England upon. any terms, not degrading be- 
yond measure; ‘because ali jthe. chances. are 
now for him ; and none against him, .espe- 
cially im: the West: Indies,, it the, combined 
fleets of France. and Spain should, jas. is still 
imagined, be gone to that part of the world. 
At Jamaica, on the 16th of March, they had 
heard of the attack upon Dominica ; a-coun- 
cil of war-had been ;held ; great bustle was 
making to bring out the militia; and martial 
law was about to be declared; What resist- 
ance Jamaica would be able to make cannot 
be quite certain; but there is too much rea- 
son to fear, that, if the combined Toulon and 

Cadiz fleets are gone thither, that colony. is 
in great danger of becoming French, not 
only for the present, but for ever. Once in 
possession of Jamaica, Napoleon, whe would 
be at. no loss to find a conveyance, in neutral 
vessels, for the preduce of the island, would, 
though not so-easily, find the means of con- 
veying troops quite sufficient, and more than 
suthcient; to’ defend the. possession against 
any force that wé cowd:spare,to attempt the 
recapture of it; and, if -he held it to the end 
of thé war} ef, rather, to the time when ne- 
gotiations for peace should; begin, is there 
any one who believes, that; with a ministry 
and:a.system such as ours, we should be able 


. toobtain its restoration by, treaty? Does, any 


man-believe, that Mr. Pitt, or the other pre- 
mnier; Lord: Sidmouth, would persevere in 
the war for the sole purpose of recovering 
Jamaieal; especially after that war had al- 
ready cost; perhaps, a-hundred or two of 
millions of pounds sterling? If this.sort of 
statesmen, therefore, continue to conduct 
our affairs; and if. the: present system of fi- 
nahce. be adhered to, it seems very propahie, 
that, .inva year or two henee, we shall wind 
up a War, in°which Messrs, Pitt and Dundas 
promised. to. *< rdpress:the ‘ambition and to 
‘“ chastise! the insolence”. 6f"Buonaparté ; 
this war, it appears very likely. that we shall 
wind up avith acknowledging this Buoua- 
parté:the.Emperor.of the French and King 
of: Italy ;.) with: surrendering Malta, and 
with leaving the enemy. in possession ‘of Ja- 
Titi¢art+—dt;,is useless for, people to be an~ 
By with (one for’ giving -cpmions, like, this. 
Letcthe::ministny be changed, apd.let, the | 


systemebe altered; andy, if;ahat, isnot done, 


let nobolly complain of the, consequences, 


“ What}? one they. .enly(-abont.,chree 
months ago, torn out ithose vigilant, vir, 
- $orous, wise, and upright statesmen, | 


— 


j 
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‘*; Messrs, Pitt.and Dundas!" Some. of these 
epithets. may.now’,,.probably, .be, dropped ; 
but, still the persons who made use; of them 


shang onto the system), if, not: altogether £0 


tenaciously, to,.the men, ,.Let them, ‘Binge 
nothing but, suffering will open, their, eyes, 
let them hang.on,. til] events, come, 

them, from. ..their.. hold. It..is., amusing 
enough to observe how men. ot, this descri 
tion .are, operated upon, |, The, West-In 
merchants aad planters have. had a to 
within these few days, at which thoy enter- 
ed into. a resolution (whic h they have taken 
good ‘care’ to publish). te make, General Pre- 
vost a present of a piece: of silver worth 
3001. for his. gallaat.conduct in defending 
Dominica.. To, the army under him they 
presented their éhanks; , This latter commo- 
dity we need not wonder that they part with 
so freely; but, I think it will be-allowed, 
that they must have been terribly frighten- 
ed before they came to a resohution.to give 
away three hundred pounds to a general, and 
if that general accepts of the silver, there is 
no one need grudge it him. What have 
they to do. with rewarding . officers, and 
thanking. armies? Who, made them jadges 
of the conduct of soldiers? How do they 
know what is: proper to be done upon such 
oceasions? Miserable is the state. ef things 
when knots of merchants, and money jobbers 
become the judges and therewarders of mi- 
litary merit; the dispensers of military ho- 
nours. It appears, that, in consequence 
of an application from the ‘abov e-mentioned 
meeting, Lord. Camden, one of the Secreta- 
ries of State, informed them, that he had re- 
ceived a dispatch from General Nugent, the 
Lieut. Governor of Jamaica, stating that 
every preparation was made for resisting the 
at.ack of the enemy, if that island should be 
his object. Whether. this intelligence proved 
eonsolatory to the meeting we are not told ; 
nor, indeed, is it much matter. , It is for the 
inhabitants of Jamaica; it )is. for England, 
that we ought to fee} by this occasion ; 
and snot fer those. sw dan! w's at @ and 
those overgrown: planters, who reside in 
England, aud who shave, for,the far greater 
part, been greatly instramental in producing 
the present dangers, -by the support which 








| they have. given, and which even. to: - 


, hour, they continue to give,.to the power of 
the) Pitts and. Dandases.... They know, at 
those men, have. always been hostilé to 
West IJndies,,.andhat.the  tarn of hens 

. Jicy was to faveur oe East.at, oe ie ae 
the, West. but, like cn 


er they have been ki 

ard raph fawning hi ecm, Con 
stanily intent apom 

diate interests, they have i mt yielded, in 
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point of staunchness, to the band of gentle- 
men pensioners themselyes ; but, not less 


foolish than supple, they seem never to have | 


perceived, thatthe; very means which, they 


employed to, purchase the favour, or, rather, | 


the. forbegrance, ,of the minister, enabled 
him to set them at defiance, till, at last, they 
had_no course left but. that of supplication. 
Verily, they have their reward !."They have 
the Pitts and~Dundases: much good may 
they do them! They have their wish: they 
are under the, arch-angelic wings of . the 
heayen-born minister: what more do they 
want?, Their voices and purses have been li- 
bevally employed to exalt aud maintain his 
power; to epable bim to continte to rule 
us, the people of England. Secure in their 
numbers they Lave laughed at all the strug- 
gles we have made to extricate ourselves 
trom the effects of his system. Let them, 
then, excusé us, if we break not our hearts 
in sorrow, for their calamities: let them 
wonder, that we refrain from mocking now 
that fear is come wpon them. It. may 
now, possibly, occur to the whole nation, 
that it is extirely owing to the wer with 
Spain, a measure against which the opposi- 
tiou so Strongly protested, that there is such 
a thing as a contined French and Spanish 
fleet in existence. It may now, possibly, 
be remembered, that we foretold, that the 
dollars; the dollars taken without a declara- 
tion of war; the dollars for which,we sold 
the remnant.of our reputation: it may now 
be remembered, that we foretold, that those 
dollars, the capture of which was ordered by 
the Pitts: and Dundases, would, even if 
brought into'the national Treasury, go but a 
very little way in defraying the expenses 
that Would arise out-of a war with Spain. 
Such lessons are useful; though it must al- 
ways be matter of regret, when men are 
found insensible_ to every thing short of pu- 
nishment.— —These observations are made 
with 4 View, of ‘reminding the reader, that 
the cause of our misfortunes hashot proceed- 
ed either fforn witchcratt or from the stars. 
The cause is clearly discernible in our own 
conduct’; in our own seliishness, tameness, 
and folly: and, unless ‘iv that conduct there 
be a very great- change, what reason have 
we to hope, that we shall escape the_conse- 
nces? It is in ourselves that the remedy 
ral our'evils‘lies, If we would but listen 
to the voice of ‘reason; if we would but 
obey, in public matters, the dictates of our 
conscience, the affairs. of, the nation would 
soon he conducted ma manner that would 
Fescuc Us from the shocking state of disgrace 
in which.we now live. | But, so wide has the 
system of Corruption, aided by the system of 
peper-mioiey, extended, that it is wonderful 





spirit left. “We may conaplain ¢ 

we .may, accuse’ atid try and ‘punish delin- 
_quetits ; “but, “until ‘the’ cause” be’ removed, 
we shall find ‘no felief. To this cause-we 
owe all our, misfortunes: fo this canse they 
may all easily be traced: and, it tiever*can 
be too, often repeated, that, to turn out the 


that there is even a small portion of paie 
1210 a WE please ; 


Pitts and Dundases without destroying their 


system would be perfectly useless’ for any 
“other end than that of enabling’ their succes- 
sors to delude the nation for two' or three 
years longer. Who would have ‘imagined, 
thafsve should so soon have seen the fleets 
of France and Spain masters of any part of 
the ocean? Yet, with a thousand ships of 


one hundred and fifty of the line, we now 
appear to feel no resentment at the conduct 
of those who have left our colonies to be in- 
sulted-and captured by the enemy. A peo- 
ple’so tame’ as we are become; so dead to 


larly where the honour of the nation is con- 
cerned, never yet long maintained their in- 
dependence. . 


curates, who shall serve and reside in parish- 
es where the incumbent is lawfully excused 
from fesidence, is. intended principally to 
promote residence on the part of such cu- 
rates; and, it appears to be well caletlated to 
efféct its purpose. The bill provides, that, 
in cases where the living exceeds in annual 
value 4001.'a year, clear of all expenses, the 
Bishop of the diocese is, by this bill, autho- 
rised to assign to the resident curate a stipend 
not exceeding one-fifth of the annual value 
of the living, provided, however, that the 
said one-fifth shall not exceed 2501. a year ; 
that where more than one curate is neces- 
sary, the Bishop may assign to them both or 
altogether a stipend amounting to one-third of 
the clear annual value of the'living ; that the 
Bishop, shall have it in his power to direct 
where the curate or curates shall personally 
reside, and, if he pleases, he may direct the 
residence to be in the parsonage house, or, 
in lieu thereof, assign him 201, a year for a 
place of residence to be paid by, the incum- 
bent. These are’ the principal regulations ; 
and, though it will be seen, that the bil 
gives, great discretionary powers ‘to the 


will be exercised with wisdom and justice, 
, and, no one can deny, I think, . that such 
- powers must be lodged somewhere, ot 0 


. 


the chureh: will yery soon fall under 


daily-ineyeasing ‘influence of the ‘sectaries,. 
who are pouting over -every part of the 


‘ 





country, and sebose pernicious progress cat 


war in commission, and of those thousand ' 


every f€eling as to ‘ptblic matters, particu- . 


Sripenpiany Curates.——~The bill now ~ 
before parliament relative to the stipends of 


Bishop, yet, it is to, be hoped , that they 
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be checked only by:a vigilant clergy in the 
church, and, to be vigilant, they must reside. 


—~The objection urged to this bill, that it 
wag unconstitutional, as it would place the 
property of one man at the disposal of ano- 
ther, appears to me to have arisen from an 
erroneous idea of the nature of that property 
which, consists of. church benefices.. The 
living of a clergyman seems to have been re- 
garded as his private property; but, that it 
cannot.be so, in the usual meaning of those 
words, must, I think, appear evident to 
every ane, who,. for a moment, looks back 
to the origin of that property. A church 
wag built by some. proprietor of the land, 
and the tithes of a certain district round the 
church were left by that proprietor to the 
clergyman who should .perform divine ser- 
vice there.. This, generally speaking, was 
the way,in which parishes were formed ; 
thus, was this sort of property created; and, 
though the laws regulating its distribution 
have undergone great alterations, the nature 
of the property itself can never be changed. 
We do, indeed, call a living private proper- 
ty, and. this appellation is countenanced by 
the fact of its being a freehold, and confer- 
ring the right of voting at elections for mem- 
bers of parliament; but, if we take but a 
moment to reflect, we always find the living 
inseparable from the, clerical duties of the 
possessor of the living; that the possession is 
a conditional one;. that the thing possessed 
cannot be, positively, either sold, or let, or 
lent, not eyen for .the lite of the possessor, 
no, nor forasingle month. The condition, 
upon which aclergyman receives. his living 
is, that he shall perform the duties attached 
to it, according to. the otdinances of the 
church and the en of the country; and, as 
by a disobedience of thosé ordinances and 
laws, he may forfeit the living altogether, it 
follows, af course, that a part of the income 
of that living may be justly applied to the 
causing, of ‘those duties to be ‘performed, 
which he éither does not.or cannot perform 
himself, and for the performance of, which, 
and that only, the living was given him.——— 
lo the\same errér as to the otigin of church 
property .is to ‘be -attribated imiuch of the 


clamour, against tithes. ‘The possessors of 
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the land, atl more speciali Ly the immediate | 


possessors, “always speak of the’ tithe as of 
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part of thaf tithe from the clergyman is an 
act. of fraud: They would further perceive 
(and I, heartily wish évery ‘poar man in Eng- 
land could be made té perceive it), that they, 
the possessors ‘and cultivators of ‘the land, 
ate by no ineans to be regarded as ‘persons 
who pay the clergy; as persons who main- 
tain the clergy; as persons to whom the 
clergy are under obligations. They would 
perceive, that what they render fo the clergy- 
they have no right, either legal or moral, to 
withhold ; that they confer no favour; that 
they give no gift; that the gift comes from 
those who founded the church and settled 
the perpetual charge upon the Jand; and, at 
this stage of the inquiry both ‘those who 


grudge the tithes and those who regard 


livings as private property would perceive, 
that the gift was not only for the mainte- 
nance of the clergyman, but also for the sup- 
port of religion, and this, not only for the 
sake of the owners and the renters, but also 
for the sake of the tillers of the land. In 
short, they would perceive, that the living of 
each parish, is a pious bequest from some 
one or more of our ancestors to all the peo- 
ple, but particularly tothe poor, of that pa- 
rish ; which living is to be so disposed of 
and ¢onferred as to insure to the people the 
due performance of religious duties in their 
church and parish. 3 





this, though a mere 
glance at the subject, must, I should ima- 
gine, produce in the reader's mind such a 
train of reflection as will make him reject 
the principle, upon which chiefly the bill 
has been opposed. It must, however, be 
confessed, that there is a peipitie ‘inconsis- 
pif in passing a law |i | 
frroduce residence; while the practice of be- 
stowing plnralities is every day becoming, 
in all the channels of preferment, more and 
more prevalent. We have seen above, 
whence church property arose, what is its 
nature, and what is its object; and, can we, 
then, behold the number of pluralities that 
exist, can we observe who the pluralists but 
tod frequently are, without being amazed, 
almost stunnéd, at the sound of a law for 
the purpose of inducing to residence ?———It 
has been said, out of doors, at Jeast, that the 
consequence of the beneficed clergy will be 
diminished by this law, while the increase 
to the wiped of fhe curates will not raise 
them high enough, in society 10 give them 
any cousequence at all; so. that, upon the 
whole, the clergy will porn ir ence. If 

oye of the bill. 
> their breath in 
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pit, or in a ball room? It is certain, that 
misery, such as some curates.are Jeft in, is 
calculated to bring the- clerical character into 
contempt; but, I can see no advantage that 
religion is to derive from that, sort. of con- 
sequence, which is to be produced by the 
incumbent's being enabled to spend a great 
deal of money, and that, too, observe, away 
from his living ; while, on the other hand, 
I can conceive, that an addition to the cu- 
rates stipend will very usefully add to his 
eonsequence in the eyes, of the people, 
amongst whom he is to officiate. But, I 
really am afraid, that this isnot the species 
ef consequence that is contemplated. There 
seems {6 be something béyond this. Some- 
thing very like a wish to spend up-to the 
tune of the ‘squire, at least ; and, if so, the 
case is desperate; for, the clergy never have 
been, they never will be, and they never 
ought to be, able so to spend. This is, _be- 
sides, qnite a new way of acquiring clerical 
consequence, which was formerly sought for 
rather by the road of humility, abstinence, 
and mortification. Without, however, en- 
tertaining any wish to drive the clergy back 
to primitive manners, while their flock, or 
rather their herd, are wallowing in. the 
luxury of the day, I may venture to assert, 
‘that the only useful consequence for the 
clergy to maintain, or acquire, is to be 
maintained or acquired, by means very little 
connected with the possession of large in- 
comes,’ They,’ will easily perceive _ the 
means I allude to you; but, alas! it is so 
much pleasanter to acquire consequence by 
riding a fine horse, by lolling in a coach, by 
strutting at a ball; by melting away at a 
ninstc meeting, by eating fricandoes, and by 
drinking of Claret, thai it would be presump- 
tim ini the extreme to hepe that my hint 
would not he treated ‘with distain.—There 
is ‘One ‘point more, on which it may not be 
utinecessary to say a word or two, The bill 
close$ ‘with declaring null and void all pri- 
vate agreements made in fraud of the bill. 
Bul) it appears to me, that nothing will ever 
effectually prevent ‘such sarpempents, short 
of peng. wHoD a record, kept in some 
office“to Which the Bishop has easy access, 
vf “ell” contracts between incumbents and 
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they may be with the sword, «I kriow not ; 
but, when they once draw the pen, the case 
is past praying for... Then; again, they have 
a way. of ringing changes'upon their accounts 
of the same. event. |, If there.are five: of them 
who have had something to-do! inthe same 
battle, every one.of them writes.a long letter 
upon the subject, taking care:so. to vary the dis- 
position of the parts, the jand the lan- 
guage, to. say nothuig about ts, that any 
person, unacquainted with: the circumstance, 
would suppose, that five battles had. been 
won, and, of course, that each of these chiets 
had been a victorious. commander, | Fo ‘this 
cause, in part, itis, that the dispatches from 
India amount annually to three or, four folio 
volumes, close print. . We see themy till we 
are sick of the sight. The words ‘*. Iypia- 
‘© Housg,’’ -at the top of. 4 iiewspaper .co+ 
lumn drives the .eye across:the page in an 
instant.—-— Netwithstadding. we had, -but 
about twomeanths before, seen a whale felio 
laid upon the table of 'the.House of Com- 
mons, wewese, abouta fortnight ago, treated 
with half another folio through, the columns 
of the newspapers. “From: this last, set we 
learn, that there has been more wars with 
the .natives of . the .conntry.; :more. towns 
taken, more. provinces, ‘over+ run, and, 
doubtless, more plander amassed; When l 
read of these. exploits, nay naind is: always 
drawn off from. the.scene,, by: thé reflection, 
that every battle won in India, is. a victory 
over-the rights. and liberties-of- Englishmen. 
How many hamlets, how. many. villages in 
England, smart, and how many more will 
yet smart, under the oppression of the op 
pressors of India !———The late proceedings, 
indeed the proceedings fer many years back, 
have lately found an. advocate in a) person, 
whose name had not been pronounced in.the 
political world, .foc.several, years past. | Lord 
Wellesley will, doubtless, be delighted to 
hear,.:that, the late Mr. David: Scott, who, 
has beendead, asa Director, -since the year 
1799, is suddenly, come: to Jife agains,and 
has taken up the. cudgels. in his dordship's 
defence, Or, perhaps, he. was, ; like Falstatt, 
only down: and, out, of . breath. {The true 
meaning, of :his,present.resurnection,, mothe 
form ot a pamphlet, appearste he toidensty 
or to assimilate hinaself — his: associates 
with Lord Wellesicy, and tomake amity 
maxty of Scott, , Melviile,: sand. Wellesley. 
that. they earl pen eee she 
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jous ; considering that he was very sick and 
did not attend,»and’ that his’ answer,” Or; “as 
he calls. it, his observations on ‘the’ sibject 
of the debate, is dated the next miorifing. 
——I shali-reserve his political opinions con- 
cerning: the: late«transactions in ‘India for a 
fature'discussion ; observing énly that, “if it 
be trae ‘as he-affirnas ‘and daments, that 
“ we koe , Which have regulated the 
“ conduct of the British Indian Government 
‘« for the last seven’ years, dre -formally im- 
‘« peached,” such impeachment must de 
founded on the declared:sense of the Legis- 
lature: The question is, whether schemes 
of conquest ad extension of dominion be 
or be not'repugnant to the wish, the honour, 
and the policy of this nation. The Levisla- 
tureiatirms:. ‘David Scott’ denies.. ‘The au- 
thorittesare ‘balanced: The parties are: at 
issue. As to the allegation ~or admission 
stated. in. a pamphlet, attributed: to. Mr. 
Francis, £“that the whole. peninsula of India 
“ is now, inveffect, laid under contribution 
“to the-power of Great Britain,” &c, the 
inference “drawn from the fact is fair and 
obvious, to. wit, that in a country, where 
an enemy im arms isnot to be found (for no 
nan ever thought of Holkar as a formidable 
power) «the plea‘of unexpected wars could no 
longer be set up for absorbiig the immense 
revenues;: which ought now to be at our 
disposal. But as to the justice, or even the 
sound policy of those measures, by which 
we have possessed ourselves: of the ~ whole 
peninsala, ‘or the means, by which that pos- 
session isito be maintained, the bare allega- 
tion of the fact proves nothing; mich less 


does it prove that applause is due to’ the | 
counselsvand wonduct of those, to whem such — 


events> are to be atirituted,: All we yet 
know ef the effects of these’ méasures is the 
devastation: of India, a perpetual “drain on 
kagland both of men and money, and the 


uiter ruin of. the Bast-India Company on one | 
side, withothe jealousy and hatred of all: 


Europe on:tle other. “On the financial part 
of thersubject, ‘the next India Budget will 
help = those ominous words of Lord 
Castlereagh, the heavy pressure of the Mak- 
atta war, nehich, he says, was felt long be- 
tore the wartbegan? "We shall then. see what 


proportion the revenue bears net oribr tothe | 


debt, “but, whutis much more thaterial /‘ to’ 
the cA n estate, that bearly ‘pays’ 





its charges; cwillhever pay itsidébts jor, FF, '| produces, in favour, of it, sna 
provid poms reall He iit the itt he lays befor 

‘| tof ‘Commons a, voluminoys 

>| betwe self en 











1805 .—Jndia. [794 
| make on Mr. David Scott, is, that he does 





hot state the Company's debt correctly. 
He says, “that in 1708;, it amounted . to 
§,084,5501 ——T ne act of 1703, states: it to 
be'7,000,000I. precisely. By this stratagem 
he makes the acéumulation of debt, in. the 
ensuing tén ‘years, less by 2,000, 0001, than it 
actually was. He then says that, in. 1804, 
it amountéd to. 10,869,223]. ‘but, that .was 


the amount at which it stood on the. first. of 


April, 1803... What it amounted to in 
April 1804, neither he nor I kpow; but 
here the confusion of dates is; palpable, and, 
whether intended or not, must, have the 
effect of misleading the public——But, I 
do not know why we should trouble on 
selyes about Mr. David Scott: or Lord Castle- 
reagh or the East-Indja Compshy, Nothing 
that we can say, or do, will retard, by the 
space of one hour, that explosion which 
awaits the whole of the Fast-t 
Every part of the vast scheme of Messrs. 
Pitt and Dundas seems to have attained the 
point of its duration. . Whichever, way ‘you 
look, ‘you behold symptoms of approaching, 
ruin. The whole seems to haye been cal, 
culated to last twenty years, and no Jonger : 
as if they had said to one another, that, if 
they cotild but bear it out for that length, of 
time, they would jump the life to come. 
As connected with the administration 
of Indian affairs, upon which score so much 








| blameis imputed to Lord Melville, it is but 


fair to notice whatever is said in, his; favour. 
Amongst the various testimonials, .which 
‘have been presénted to the House of Com- 
mons in behalf of his lordship, there, is ane, 
of which he does not se¢m , to he quite. so 
proud ashe ought to be; or, at, least, his 
friends Save hitherto made ng.use of , it, 
In point of competence, the evidence \I al- 
Inde to is unexceptionable. It, comes from 
a person united to the noble lord by many 
sytnpathies ; and certainly, from a perfect 
judge of the genuine merits of his character. 
It would be a pity that such a document 
‘should be: lost in. the mass of . papers, - pex- 
petually printed for the use of the House of 
Commons, and never read, by any body; 
andit seems to devolve one, to.rescuefrem 
oblivion the panegyric written by such a 
man 2s Sir Home Popham, orsuch aman as 
‘Lord Melville’ “This officer in, 
character as to charges for. ¢ 
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before. From these letters a great deal of 
diplomatic knowledge may be collected, .a 

well as other useful information ; particular- 
ly how he was fleeced by the Arabians, whom 
he naturally considered as friends,; but who 
appear to be such determined robbers, 
that they do not even spare one another. 
In page 278 of this valuable collection, we 
find the following instructive passage: 
«| Mr. Dunpas, who has so ably and suc- 
** cessfully presided over the administration 
** of the Company's affairs for many years, 
«* and who has wrought conviction on every 
‘* individual mind, not only in England but 
** in Europe,” (mark the discovery!) ‘* haw 
‘« rich and important the object (India) is 
‘« to Great Britain, has particularly recom- 
*< mended, that aecesstble avenue to 
“< it should be watched with a most jealous 
*« eye; and 1 conceive it obvious, from the 
“« circumstances which gave rise to so 
pointed a recommendation, that the view 
“* of this inimitable statesman was directed 
*«-to the Red Sea!” In some senses, the 
ambassador appears to be full as inimitable 
as the satesman. Very few people are blest 
with’such a faculty as they are, of expansion 
of words and compression of meaning ; but, 
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in other respects, their conduct, #f not quite — 


inimitable, is not, it will soon be perceived, 
a great way beyond the reach of imitation. 
Proecerpincs acainst Lorp MELviLxe. 
The report of the Select Committee has 
not yet been made to the House of Com- 
mons, and, therefore, it is impossible to say 
what, may be the further measures which 
parliament will take with regard to the tacts 
brought to light by the Tenth Report of the 
Naval Commissioners. There is, indeed, a 
story afloat respecting a proposition intend- 
ed to be made by a friend of Lord Melviile ; 
but, the t, by which such an act 
must be defended, if defended at all, would 
be so much like that, by which one of the 
wes in a celebrated drama endeavours 
to reconcile his daughter to his proceedings 
against the lite of her husband; there would 
be something so intolerably base and loath- 
some in such an attempt to ward off the 
of being ah accomplice, that the 
thing is not (0 be believed, till seen: till we 
have the proof before us, we have no right 
to suppose any human being capable of such 
an act———Some of my readers. appear to 
_ have tnderstood, ihat Lord Henry Petty, in 
consequence of the death of his father, has 
postponed, till, the next session of. parlia- 
ment, his motion gelative to the.places, and 
gnts to Lord Melville... It will be remem- 
ed, that thaf person is still in the enjoy- 
3 ; se agrehspatunett under the crown, 
“that js to say, ; 





om) the purse of the nation. 
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When Mr. Pitt announced to the House of 
Commons; tbat this Majesty was about to 
strike Lord; Melville from the list. of his 
Privy ,Councillors, it..was. asked, whether 
Lord Melville did not still hold. some places 
under» the crown; . to’ which, Mr. Bite 
answered; ‘‘ none. but for /ife;’? that \is.to 
say, none that could te taken grom him. 
This assertion is’ denied; and, by a refer. 
ence to p: 702 and719, I think, the reader 
will find wherewith to make him. hesitate, 
before he :refuses to concur .in such denial. 
To me, it-clearly a s, that, for, the rea- 
sons there stated, Lord Melville's place of 
Keeper of the Privy Seal of Scotland can- 
not have been /egally granted for life; if not 
legally granted, it cannot be legally held ; if 
not legally. held for life, it may, of course, be 
taken away; and, that, if it can be legaily 
taken away, it ought to be taken away, few 
persons will, I imagine, attempt te deny. 
In order to throw further light »upon_this 
subject, which I cannot help considering as 
a very important one, [shall here give a 
brief history of these Scoteh Offices, whence 
it will appear, that Lord Melville, the ge- 
nerous Lord Melville, the man so.careless of 
wealth, having obtained a, reversion ot his 
office to his son, resigned that, office. to) take 
another, and having taken possession of that 
other, then obtained, by a new grant, .the 
reversion to himself of the office, which, he 
had resigned to his son !——But, letjus pro- 
ceed chronologicaily.———At the Uniow, the 
Office of Chancellor, in Scotland, was abo- 
lished, anda Lord Keeper of the Great Seal 
was appointed with a salary of 30001. per 
annum, to exeeute the duties of -the office. 
‘Lhese offices have invariably been held during 
the pleasure of the. Crown... The, present 
Lord Keeper is. the Duke. of Gordop, , The 
date of his commission .Jth Jaly,,4794-— 
The Office of .Loap Privy Seanjof Scoi- 
land was instituted ‘by Jantes. I. ef Scotland, 
1464; and jhas, been constantly, granted 
during the pleasure of the Crowm. In 70s 
the Honourable Stuart Mackenzie, was 4 
pointed Lord Privy Seal. He» was, tuned 
out in 1765, by the, Reckingham achanias- 
tration, but was reinstated: by the Duke: of 
Grafton, 28th Aug., 1760; and, ten, year 
afterwards, on the 5th May, 3776, ihe;had 2 
grant of this office, for fan, This aves 
first time such a grant has been made; abe, 
so donbtful was Mr.Mackenzie fi the 
gelity of the. granty, thatihe, gota wrt 
-Privy, Sea} for 30001. per.aanum, ab 
should ever be.turned out of. sy 
Lotd Melville wes appointed aa 





‘May, 1800, of which. we nbglisge sn07 PF 
vandsby-><Dhe eltice af» Segre Tart 
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vear 1380; and was abolished in 1746. The 
duties of this office, which ‘could: not* be 
performed: it the’ Eniglish departnients,°? was 
committed te the charge of .a new. officer 
cailed’ Keersnor-nars Masesty’s Sicxer. 
Both tiese offices have invarially Leen con- 
ferred “during thé pleasure of the Crown 
only ——On" thie 3d May; 1777, a joint 
commission was made‘to Lord Melville and 
Andrew ‘Stuert,?'** et hoe solum modo 
“ durante bene ‘placito nostro.” By this 
commission the ‘appomtment of sheriff's 
clerks was‘ not aticcked to this office. On 
the 23d June, 1779, a commission was grant- 
ed to Lord Melvillé so/ely‘in the same terms 
as to the duration ‘of the office, bat including 
the nominations- of sheriff's clerks, of the 
present manner of disposing of whose offices 
the parliament will, doubtless, soon be duly 
informed:® Of the 31st July, 1782, a com- 
mission was grated to Mr. Dundas for fife. 
—On the 21st Augnst, 1792, a right of 
reversion was’ granted to R. Dundas Saun- 
ders, son-of Henry Dundas;: to take place 
upon the death, ‘resignation or forfeiture ef 
his father~——-On the 26th. May, 1900, 
lord Melville resigned the office of Keeper 
of the Signet, and was the next day appeint- 
ed Lory Privy Sear. ‘These two offices 
were instituted to ‘be acheck upon each other 
(for the safety and protection of the subject) 
as to those deeds which must pass both seals. 


They have, therefore, ahways been held by | 


different’ persons; andthe necessity of ‘this is 
ully established by Lord Melville’s openly 
resigning the Signet the day before he got 
the Privy Seal. But, 1otwithstanding this, 
contemplating “the possible chance of his 
son's death happening before his own, he, on 
the 12th “of June, 1800, procured a new 
grant of the reversion of the office of Keep- 
tt of his Majesty's Signet, ‘in case his son 
should die before him/ . So that, not only 
are those two offices (which from their in- 
suitution, down to the present time, have 
hever been granted ut. during pleasure) 
Siven ‘away during the life -of: twd persons ; 
‘but'thosetwo offices, which were establish- 
ed, for the security of the subject, to bea 
check on-eack other, may possibly, be joined 
0 One person; ‘and that “person Lord Vis- 
Ccount-Melville,.a man ‘censured by the Com- 
mons ‘and’ disgraced: by the King for being 

uilty Of 4 gross ‘Vidlation of ‘the laws and ‘a 
Aigh breach of duty 1——Yer, even here we 
“Come notat a fulloview of this scene of pro- 
fligsey on .the one part and-rapacity on the 
“forslort the 30th’ of July; 1903 


havin previously been created a fieer) Lord 
Méiville “obtained for his wife, for 16 years 


nat of; “for ‘her’ life, a léase of ¢ certain 
Public” révesiues. These: 'réventes ‘are, at 
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| death of one Crawford, they will, {as ap- 
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pears by: the account now befere parliament) 
be worth to her upwards of ,1,0001,. 0 year ; 
and; the yearly reat which she> is te: pay. tv 
the public, 3,’ less than sar pounds! Besides 
which, the lease gave her the; arrears,of the 
said revenue, which she immediately, pock- 
eted to the amount of 3,5831., withont pay- 
ing the public, on that account, a single far- 
thing. This excellent bargain was made for 
us, while Mr. Henry Addington’ (new also 
a peer) was our national steward. The lease 
was signed by him, by Lord: G, ‘Thynne, and 
by Mr. N. Bond, as Lords of the Treasury ; 
and it is by mo means unamusing to observe, 
that tho transaction was nearly co-eval with 
the prosecution of the Tinman! The next 
year Mr. Pitt and. Lord Melville again be-~ 
came ministers. ‘They took ‘possession of 
their offices in the month of May. last, 
On the 31st of July, a warant. was ob- 
tained from the .King, granting to Lord 
Melville an adda/icn ot 1,500), a year te his 
salary as Lord Privy Seal of Scotland, which 
salary was already 3,000]. a year!..., But, 
why do I exclaim? One onght to laugh at 
seeing them scourge a people, from whose 
baseness’ alone they derive the power af 
scourging. * 





i's 





* The documents, relating to these transactions, 
ought to be in every one’s hands ; therefore | inseit 
them here at fuil length, beginning with the Lease $0 
Lady Melville. : 

Groroe R, Our Sovereign Lord, with the spe- 
cial advice and consent of the Lord Chief Boron and 
other Barons of Mis Majesty's Coutt of Pxchequer to 
that part of Great Britain called Scorlah, orduins ‘a 
Letter of Tack to be made and passed ander the scul 
of the said Court of Exchequer setting, ed m-, tack 
and assedation letting, lite as His Majesty by. these 
presents, with advice and consent foregaid seis, agd 
in tack and assedation’ lets to John Hope, Esauire, 
major general in out army, ‘Charles Hop- and Alex - 
ander Hope, Esquire, colonels inour army and Ro- 
bert. Dundas, of Melwilt, Bsquires, and the survivor 
of them or bis assiens, in:trsut nevertheless for Jate 
Viscountess of Melville, and her tieirs and assigns, 
all and sundry the ‘rent«, ‘feumiaifls,* fattns,prafits, 
and duties de and payable fol ‘us fusthof thet lands 
and lordstips. of 'Pite and Stratherd,) and, Bibdands, 
baronies, and others thereunto belonging, and chat 
for the space of nineteen full’and complete years 
and crops frum and after the tert OF Whiteinidpy 
1803, und thereafter during a the dapsor thonhs of 
the said Jane Viscountess” Melville, tocbegtrevals d 
enjayed, ancl posséssed: by) thesm daring the said 
space, with full Joye, 





das, and the survivor of ah * arid ‘their Grek s 
foresuids ds trustee’ of trustee Forestvid, OF Packie sor 
chamberlains inthety mime, ari therterm of hic 
sunday yearly, to ask, crave, Dpliiy recewe and jn- 
vomit with the said rents, foumas, fa 
and duties dug and payable out of the sa 
lordships of Vite and Strarhern, ‘whd‘all. 
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799) | 
sundry the heritors, conjunct fiars, life renters, tacks- 
men, tenants, and other possessors liable in pay- 
ment of the same, and for that effect to use all legal 
execution by poinding of the ground or otherwise, as 
accords conform to the law and practice of Scotland, 
and to grant acquittances, receipts, and discharges 
thereof, which shall be sufficient to the receivers - 
And his Majesty by these presents do also give, 
t, and assign to the said John Hope, Charles 
Hope, Alexander Hope, and Robert Dundas, and 
the survivor of them, and their or his foresaids as 
trustees or trustee foresaid, the arrears of the said 
rents, feumaills, farms, profits and duties due and 
accounted for by the said heritors, conyunct fiars, 
life renters, tacksmen, tenants, and other possessors, 
or by his Majesty's Chamberlain of the said lands 
and lordships of Fife and Strathern, and all lands, 
baronies, and others thereunto belonging, at and 
receding the said term of Whitsunday 1803: And 
is Majesty wills and requires the Barons of his Ma- 
jesty’s said Court of Exchequer in Scotland, now and 
for the time being, to grant, direct, and issue forth 
all precepts, warrants, and executorials, from time 
to time atthe instance of the said John Hope, Charles 
Hope, Alexander Hope, and Robert Dundas, and the 
surviver of them, and their or his foresaids, against 
the heritors, conjunct fiars, life renters, tacksmen, 
tenants, and other possessors of the said lands and 
lordships liable in payment of the rents, feumaills, 
farms, protits, and duties aforesaid, to make pay- 
ment of the same accordingly ; for the which tack 
and assedation the said John Hope, Charles Hope, 
Alexander Hope, and Robert Dundas, and the sur- 
vivor of them, as trustee or trustees foresaid, shall be 
holden and obliged to make payment to his Majesty 
and his royal successofs, in name of tack duty, the sum 
of five pounds thirteem-shillings and four pence ster- 
in rly during the continuance of the said tack, be- 
i 


the first year’s payment thereof at the term of 


' 
Whitsunday 1804, for the crop and year immediately 
preceding, and so forth, to continue thereafter at the 
said-term yearly, ay and uutil the issue and expiry of 
the gaid tack. And His Majesty, considering the 
good and faijhful services of John Crawfurdy Esquire, 
on Majesty's chamberlain for the said lands and lord- 
ships of Fife and Strathern, and of all lands, baro- 
nies, and others thereunto belonging, is graciously 
pleased, asa mask of his royal grace and favour, to 
continae the yearly salary or pension of six hundred 
pounds formerly enjoyed by him as chamberlain 
aforesaid, during his life: therefore His Majesty do 
by these presents direct and require the sa'd Johu 
Charles Hope, Alexander Hope, and Robert 
and the survivor of them, and their or his 
t@ pay to the said John Crawford, or to 
the said yearly sum of six hundred 
outof the first and rvaddiest of the said rents, 
profits, and duties aforesaid, hereby set in 
asc, and to report the receipt and discharges in our 
| s Office in the said Court of Exche- 
on or betore the first day of July in each year 
dsring the Curcency of this tack, if the said Joba 
shall so long live, of the payment of the 
sum or sums that may have fallen due of the said 
pension of six hundred pounds directed to 
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the Survivor of them, and their or his foresuids 
being always obliged to give security to the noe 
liking of the said barons for the regular payment of 
the said tack duty: and his Majesty ordains that the 
said tack to be further extended, with all clauses 
needful; and for so doing this shall be a safficient 
warrant, Given at our Court at Saint James's this 
3oth day of July, 1803, in the 43d year of our reign. 
——By his Majesty's command, (Signed) Hewxry 
Avoincton, G. Turwne, N. Bonn. 





Grorce R Trusty and well-beloved, we grect 
you well. Whereas we are graciously pleased, for 
divers good causes and considerations us hereunto 
moving, togrant and allow unto our right trusty and 
well-beloved councillor Henry Lord Viscount Me!- 
ville, Keeper of Our Privy Seal of Scotland, one 
annuity oryearly salary of one thousand five hundred 
pounds, over and above the yearly fee or salary of 
three thousand pounds made payable to him by 
virtue of our letters of Privy Seal of date the 1oth 
of July 180, referring to the letters patent by which 
he is constituted Keeper of the said Seal: and our 
pleasure is, that ‘the said annuity or yearly sum of 
one thousaud five hundred pounds so granted and 
allowed by us as aforesaid, shall commence and be 
accounted payable to the said Henry Lord Viscount 
Melville from the 5th day of July instant, and shall 
be paid to the said Henry Lord Melville, or to his 
assigns, during his continuance im the said Office 
of Keeper of Our said Privy Seal, quarterly, at the 
tour most usual days of payment in the year, by 
even and equal portions; buat ont royal intention is, 
that the said additional salary should be payable 
only as long as the said Vsscount Melville shall 
continue to hold rhe Office of Keeper of Our Privy 
Seal, and net be continued to his successor in that 
office: our will and pleasure is, and we do hereby 
direct, authorize, and command you to issue your 
warrants to the Receiver General of our land rents 
and casualties, authorizing and requiring him to 
pay unto the said Henry Viscount Melville, er to 
his assigns, the said sum of one thousand five hun- 
dred pounds a year, to commence from the sth July 
1804, and to be payable and paid to him, or to his 
assigns, darfng his continuance in the said Office 
of Keeper of Our said Privy Seal, quarterly, at the 
four most usual days of payment im the year ac- 
cordingly; but our further will and pleasure is, 
that the said additional salary of one thousand five 
hundred pounds a year shall be payable only as loas 
as the said Henry Viscount Melville shal! continue 
to hold the said Office of Keeper of Our Privy Seal 
in Scotland, and not to be continued to his succes- 
sor in that office: and we do hereby charge and 
command you to cause the said addivonal annevy 
or ycarly sum of one thousand five hundred pounds, 
and ali payments thereupon, as they shall from 
time to time become due and payable, to be ™- 
serted on the quarterly establishnents or lists of 
payments of our civil affairs there, so as. the sums 
to be inserted therein may be allowed agdypaid trom 
time to time in like manner as other thes 
or allowanees on the same lists shall from time! 
time be paid; and for so doing’ this shall be no 
only to you, but to all othets herein-conce! -_* 
sufficient warraut. Given, &c. the sist day of Jv'y 
1804, in the 46th of our His 

jesty’s command, (Signed) W. P:rt, © ay 


Lovains—To the Barons of the Exphequer in 
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